Pennsbury Community Chorus to feature works of classical prodigies on Dec. 11
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FAIRLESS HILLS -- The magical music of classical prodigies -- Mendelssohn, Mozart and Schubert – will be featured during the 12th Annual Winter Concert of the Pennsbury Community Chorus.

The theme of the concert is: “Crafts of Prodigies: Music beyond Their Years.”

James Moyer, who co-founded the musical group in 2000 with John McDonnell, is now artistic director of the community chorus.

Moyer is also director of Choral Activities at Pennsbury High School and coordinator of Vocal Music K-12 for the Pennsbury School District.

The community chorus’s program starts at 3 p.m. on Dec. 11 and will be under Moyer’s direction in Keller Hall on the West Campus of Pennsbury High School, 608 So. Olds Blvd., Fairless Hills. The chorus will be joined by five soloists, a string quintet and organ.

The community group is an adult mixed chorus of people from the Pennsbury region. “There are former Pennsbury students, faculty, former faculty, parents of students, former parents of students, administrators, former administrators, and just folks from the area who love to sing,” he said.

The group ranges anywhere from 70 to 100 singers each semester. Moyer proudly said that there are usually about 300 people in attendance at the concerts.

He said quality music -- not just classical -- is important for any community. “Our mission is to provide quality choral repertoire for our community,” he stressed.

“We are a very choral music community and appreciate the support of the local people,” he said.

In the local concert, two teenagers and another youngster make up the trio of composers whose music the community chorus will sing. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Franz Schubert and Felix Mendelssohn were that old when they composed the works that will be presented – a few hundred years later. 

The concert will open with Mozart’s Missa Brevis in G, written when he was 12, followed by Schubert’s Magnificat, composed at 19, and then capped with 13-year-old Mendelssohn’ Gloria in Excelsis Deo.

Soloists taking part in various portions of the compositions are soprano Kathryn Thomas Moyer, adjunct instructor of music at the College of New Jersey; soprano Kelsey Hubsch, a PHS junior; mezzo-soprano Meagan Lee Johnson, who recently completed her Master’s degree at Westminster Choir College; baritone Christopher Villante, who holds a Master’s degree in Music from Temple University and is currently assistant teaching at PHS; and tenor Christopher Hodson, who also holds a Master’s degree from Westminster Choir College.

Accompanying the performers on the new Pennsbury High School organ will be Jason Vodicka, one-time music and choral instructor at the school, as well as a string quintet consisting of Russell Hoffmann and Ileana Ciumac on violin, Marka Stepper on viola, Bruce Mikolon on cello and Steven Kyle on bass.

If they were alive today, Mozart, born in 1756, would be 255 years old, Schubert, born in 1797, would be 214 and Mendelssohn, born in 1809, would be the youngest at 202. They all died young: Mendelssohn at 38, Mozart at 36 and Schubert at just 31, Moyer noted.

They all started composing very young -- Mozart at the age of five, while Schuman and Mendelssohn were believed to be pre-teens when they started writing music.

“Consequently,” Moyer said, “while we don’t know much about their early lives, historians and musicologists believe Mozart wrote more than 600 works, Mendelssohn more than 280 and Schubert, a large body of works such as symphonies, including the famous Unfinished, and other works, plus some 600 songs.”

Tickets for “Crafts of Prodigies: Music beyond Their Years” are $12 for adults, $8 for seniors (over 65) and $6 for students with ID. They can be purchased at the door of Keller Hall at concert time or in advance by calling 215-949-6780, ext. 70975.
